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doned her championship of the principle of treaty revision, while the
rapprochement between Erance and Italy which made the conclusion
of the Pact possible appeared likely to alter the whole situation in
South-Eastern Europe and remove the motive of Italy's support of
Bulgaria.1 Moreover, the series of pacts of non-aggression which had
been concluded, on a Russian initiative,2 during the summer, and
which included Turkey as well as Jugoslavia and Rumania among
their signatories,3 were of direct interest to Bulgaria; for the definition
of the aggressor which they contained covered the case of a state that
gave support to armed bands which invaded the territory of another
state, or which refused the request of the invaded state that it should
take all the measures in its power to deprive such armed bands of
assistance or protection.4 The failure of successive Bulgarian Govern-
ments to curb the activities of the Macedonian Revolutionary
Organization clearly brought Bulgaria within the scope of this defini-
tion, and although the detente with Jugoslavia afforded some grounds
for hope that the Government at Belgrade would not cite Bulgaria
as an aggressor on the occasion of the next frontier incident, there
was no guarantee that such a step might not be taken at any moment
by any one of the three states whose frontiers with Bulgaria were the
scene of komitaji raids from time to time.5

1  Italy, however, took pains to convince the Bulgarians that the conclusion
of the Four-Power Pact had not in any way modified her friendship for Bul-
garia. In September 1933, for instance, Italy indicated that she was ready to
enter into closer commercial relations with Bulgaria. The trade between the
two countries was regulated by an agreement for reciprocal most-favoured-
nation treatment which dated from 1925, and exchanges had recently been
falling off to the disadvantage of both countries. Negotiations began in Novem-
ber 1933, and on the 30th July, 1934, a treaty of commerce and navigation was
signed, together with a veterinary convention.    In these agreements Italy
granted a reduction in the duties on Bulgarian livestock and agricultural pro-
duce.  The twenty-fifth anniversary of Bulgaria's independence, which was
celebrated at the beginning of October 1933, was made the occasion for a
renewal of the assurance of Italy's friendship for Bulgaria, and after Bulgaria's
refusal to adhere to the Balkan Pact of the 9th February, 1934, the Italian
press continued to declare that Bulgaria could count on the maintenance of
Italy's support. Similar assurances were believed to have been given by Signor
Mussolini when the Bulgarian Prime Minister, Monsieur Musanov, visited Eome
towards the end of April 1934.

2  Bulgaria's relations with the TLS.S.R. were unsatisfactory, and Communist
activities were severely repressed in Bulgaria, especially after the bomb out-
rage at Sofia in April 1925 (see the Survey for 1925, vol. ii, p. 253). Diplomatic
relations between the two countries were not established until July 1934, when
the Government at Sofia followed the example set by the states members of the
Little Entente and recognized the Soviet Government (see pp. 391-2, above).

3  See the Survey for 1933, pp. 182-3; Documents on International Affairs,
1933, pp. 230-3.                                        4 See the Survey for 19339 p. 278.

5 In May 1933 there were reports of raids across the Greek frontier, which had